


This 2022 re-release is dedicated to the

memories of Bernard “Bernie” Stolar,
Linda Rich and Ron Cobb.

Thank you for celebrating the 25th
Anniversary of The Space Bar with us!
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Welcome fo The Space Bar

THE SPACE BAR is an adventure game, a game in which you take on the role of
the main character in a story. Your decisions will keep the story moving forward...
or leave you lying in a drawer at the coroner’s.

Bachground

You are Alias Node, a human being on Armpit VI, a dismal backwater mining
planet where an ore called Uptite is mined and refined into Upshot. Armpit VI is
a “company planet,” so all government functions are controlled by the corpora-
tion, Amalgamated Vacuum. You are a member of the Amalgamated Vacuum
Security Force (AVSF) — a company cop.

The first time you play THE SPACE BAR, watch the opening movie. It will show
you the events of the day leading up to the beginning of the game, and explain

why you are entering a seedy spaceport bar called “The Thirsty Tentacle” in
search of a deadly criminal.



Game Strucfure

As an AVSF member, you are trained in an
interrogation technique called Empathy
Telepathy. If you talk to a character long
enough, and engage him on an emotional
level, you can enter that character’s
memories and relive a memory through
that character's eyes.

Each of these “emp-tel” flashbacks is like a
small adventure game, with its own story
and set of challenges. In addition, when you
complete each of these flashbacks, you will
learn a clue that will help you solve the
mystery that faces you back in “The Thirsty
Tentacle.”

Can | Rlay Naw?

If you're experienced with adventure games,
you can probably jump right in. The inter-
face is pretty straightforward. And if there's
anything you can't figure out, you can refer
back to the manual. If you're new to
adventure games, you really ought to at
least skim the “Playing the Game" section
of the manual (page #6.)



Wlindows 25 Installafion

Minimum System Requirements for Windows 95

CPU Type and Speed:  Pentium 75
Memory: 16 MB
Graphics: 16-Bit SVGA (640x480)

CD-ROM Speed:
Hard Disk Space:
Sound Card:

Quad-speed (4X)
50 MB

Place the CD labeled “Disk 1" into the
CD-ROM drive.

The disk should Auto-Play. If it does

not, click the Start button on the Task Bar,
and choose Run. In the resulting dialog
box, type D:\SETUP (assuming that “D"
is the designated letter of your CD-ROM
drive, as it usually is) and click the OK
button.

Follow the on-screen instructions for the
installation process. Once you begin the
installation process, it will take a few
minutes to install.

y

8-Bit Windows 95 Direct-X compatible sound card

100% Microsoft-compatible mouse and driver

The installation creates an icon for THE
SPACE BAR. Assuming you used the
default installation settings, click the Start
button on the Task Bar, select the
Programs folder, and then choose the
SegaSoft folder. Finally, click THE SPACE
BAR icon to start the game.

To un-install the components of THE
SPACE BAR that have been installed on
your hard drive, click the Start button and
go to the folder where your icon for start-
ing THE SPACE BAR is found. Click the
icon in this folder, labeled



“Un-install THE SPACE BAR." This will that contains any saved games you've
erase your installed files. However, it created. If you wish, you can delete this
will not erase the SPACEBAR.SAV file file manually, using Windows Explorer.

[Macinfash Installafion
Minimum System Requirements for Macintosh
PowerPC 6100
System 7.0
4X CD-ROM
16 MB RAM
Color monitor
Place The SPACE BAR in the CD-ROM
drive, label side up. Close the tray.

Double click on THE SPACE BAR installer
icon and follow the on screen installation
procedures.



Mauing fram Place fa Place

When the cursor turns
/ into a forward-pointing
arrow, you can click to
move to a new location.
This will usually occur over a visible
exit, such as a doorway or a road.
Once you enter a new location,
you should pan all around to see
everything that’s there.

To “pan” your 360-degree view, move CIHS-E_-UFS

the cursor to the left or right sides of When the cursor turns into

the view. The further you move the a magnifying glass, it indi-

cursor, the faster the view will pan. To cates a close-up view of an

stop panning, just move the cursor object, a character, or an

back toward the center of the view. area of a room. Click to go to this
close-up.

Close-ups are fixed screens;

that is, they do not pan. To

leave a close-up, move the @
cursor to the left side of the

You can also move the cursor to the top screen, outside the view, and click.
or bottom of the view to look up or down.  (Full-screen close-ups, such as gam-
Note that, while you can pan left or right bling games, are exited using the

forever, you can look up or down onlya  Done button at the bottom of the
limited distance. screen.)
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As you move the cursor over
an interesting object in the
panorama or close-up, it will
turn into a hand.

When you click, you will get a menu of
actions that can be performed on that
object or with that object. Click an icon
in this menu to select an action, or click
outside the menu to remove the menu
and do nothing.

Many objects are takeable.
That is, you can pick them
up and hold them in your
hand, or you can stash them.

Stashing an object is putting it into your

virtual pocket for later use; more on this
in a bit. If you are holding an object in
your hand, and you pick up another
object, the object you were holding will
go into your stash.

All objects can be examined. When you
examine a takeable object, you will see
a rotating 3D view of the object. Moving
your mouse to the left or right will cause
the image of the object to rotate in that
direction. Click anywhere to remove the
rotating view.

When you pick up an object, it is now
held in your hand. The cursor will
become this wielded object.

Interacting with Tun Qbjects

You can now move this wielded object over a

second object in the view and click. You then get a
double-action menu. The first group of icons represents
the things you can do with the first (wielded) object.
The second group of icons represents the things you

table can do with the second (unwielded) object or the
—af actions that involve both objects.

= 3

Put in

Examine = Flay

Some examples of two-object interactions would be
unlocking a door with a key, putting a hand grenade in
a toilet, or shooting a lawyer with a ray gun.
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Most character interaction takes place within close-ups. To interact with a character,
go to the character’s close-up. Click on the character to bring up the action menu.
Many of these actions are just like interacting with an object. However, four

conversational choices are unique to character interactions: “Greet,” “Ask about,”
“Give orders to,” and “Chat.”

“Chat" will take you
into a conversation
with the character.
The PDA (Personal
Digital Assistant, more on that
e later) will disappear, and in its
Ask about” will give you a place will be a menu of directions
menu of all the topics you can in which to steer the conversation.
ask that character about at . : :
: 1 gt Click a menu choice to continue
that time. Click a topic in this th tion. Note that
menu to complete the query. © cqnversg jon. Note that cons
versations with certain characters
can lead to an Empathy Telepathy
“Give orders to” will give you flashbagk. You can legve a chat at
a menu of all the orders you most points by selecting the last
can give to that character at choice in the menu, or by clicking
e that time. Click an order to to the left of the view.
complete the command.

“Greet” is how you introduce
yourself to the characters, and is a
necessary precursor to the other
special character interactions.




The icon in the lower left corner of the
screen represents you. Click this icon
whenever you want to “do something” to
yourself. For example, if you wanted to

powder your nose you would pick up the
powder puff and then click on the “You"

icon. You also click the You icon
to perform actions that
In the flashback where you are aren't associated with any
the Neblitzi named Fleebix, object. For example, you
there is an additional icon in the can use it to wait; that is,
lower right corner. This icon is to make time pass within
of your Salivraster mate, Thud, the game. (Pressing The
and is a shortcut for giving an Space bar on your key-
order to Thud. Clicking this board will also cause time
icon brings up the menu of possible orders. to pass.) When you are in
This shortcut saves a lot of mouse clicks since, an “emp-tel” flashback, you
as a helpless Neblitzi, many of the things you can return to the bar by
want to do must be done by Thud. choosing “Snap out of it”

after clicking the You icon.

A Nafe an Czaz2| Uision

During one of the flashbacks you will see the world through
the segmented eyes of a Zzazzl; the screen will be divided
into many small images. If you prefer a single, larger image,
Zzazzl Vision can be toggled off and on. ( See Keyboard
Shortcuts, pages 14 & 15).
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Your PDA

At the bottom of your screen is a PDA (Personal Digital Assistant). It can be raised
completely into view, or lowered again, by clicking anywhere on the PDA's frame.

/ i

~

Your PDA has many functions; for example, it displays the current time. It also
has a small window that displays your current location.

As Alias Node, the PDA is equipped with an artificial personality named Zelda.
Zelda will give you occasional advice, and will manage the communications
between the PDA and your remote devices, such as your VoicePrinter.

- Message Light

Your PDA can receive messages.

As Alias Node, you work under
cover, and you won't want messages
blaring out at inopportune times. The
blinking red light indicates that a
message has been received; click
the light to retrieve the message.

19

\azs) Map ,

The MAP button displays a map

of your current environment, with a
blinking dot to show your location.
During some flashbacks, there will be
a blinking dot representing special
items or people that play a special
part in that particular flashback.



@ Stash

Your stash, or inventory, consists of
items you are carrying around for later
use. At the left of the PDA is a
miniaturizing wand; when you stash

a takeable object, that object is
miniaturized and stored inside the
PDA. Some items are in your stash
from the very start of the game.
Although you can hold only one object
at a time in your hand, you can hold
any number of objects in your stash.

@ Zoom

This button increases the size of the
PDA so you can get a better view of
your location map, see all of your stash
at once, view a more complete suspect
list, and so on. When you want to
return the PDA to normal size, just
click the Zoom button again.

@ System

This button brings up a screen that
allows you to save your game, restore
a game, and customize various game
settings. There's more about these
functions in the next section.

To view your stash, click
the Stash button on your
PDA. If you have more
than eight items in your
stash, your Zoom button
will flash to remind you to zoom the
PDA in order to see them all. You
interact with items in your stash in the
same way that you interact with items
in the panorama or close-up views.
You can have a two-object interaction
using objects in your stash; just pick
up the first object and click the
second object.

Log

This button will display various
important data. As Alias Node, you
have a log that lists all messages
you've received, clues you've
uncovered, and suspects. You can
“cross off” suspects as you discover
evidence that clears them of suspicion.

I



Lhe

Screen

The system screen allows you to save and restore games, customize various game
settings, and quit the game. To get to this screen, click the System button on the
PDA. ‘

Saving and Restoring

Saving a game allows you to save your
place in the game, in case you want to go
back to that point later. From the system
screen, click the “Save” button to go to the
save screen.

The next available save slot will be high-
lighted. Type a name for the saved game
and click the Save button. The name of
your saved game can be up to 100 charac-
ters long. If you decide not to save your
game, click the Cancel button.

If you want to use a slot other than the next
available slot or if you want to write over an

2

earlier saved game just click on the slot
to select it. You can then use the exist-
ing save name, or type a new one.

To restore a game that you saved earli-
er, click the Restore button on the sys-
tem screen; this will take you to the
restore screen. The most recently
saved or restored game will be high-
lighted. If you want to restore a differ-
ent saved game, click that game in the
list of saves. (If the saved game you
want to restore is not visible on the
screen, use the up and down arrows to
scroll the list until it is visible.) Once
you have highlighted the desired save,
click the Restore button to return to
that point in the game. If you decide
not to restore a saved game, click the
Cancel button. You can double-click
any saved game to restore it without
using the Restore button.

Note that keyboard shortcuts will not
work when the PDA is not visible
(such as when you're chatting with a
character or playing a gambling game).



You can customize THE SPACE BAR from the system screen in many ways. These

options are particularly useful for those of you with particularly powerful and speedy
computers, or for those of you with computers that just barely meet the minimum system

requirements. Options are listed below.

Music Volume
Moving the slide bar all the way to the
left will turn music off completely.

Audio Volume

This option adjusts all audio other
than- music. Moving the slide bar all
the way to the left will turn non-music
audio off completely — a move that's
not recommended, since it'll be very
hard to understand what's going

on in the game.

Show Fly-Throughs

These are the movies that sometimes
play as you move from one location to
another in the bar. They will help you
understand the layout of the bar. Once
you are familiar with the bar, turning off
fly-throughs will speed up the game.

Show Panimations

These are the background animations
that give life to the locations, such as the
movements of background characters.
Unless you are having trouble with the
speed of THE SPACE BAR, we strongly
recommend that you leave panimations
turned on.

Perspective Correction

Without getting into a big technical
discussion, moving the slider to the right
will make the panoramic views look nicer,
but reduce performance (you'll get slower
panning and a decreased frame rate for
animations). Moving the slider to the left
improves performance, but the panoramas
won't look quite as nice. You can decide
which trade-off appears best on your
computer.

Panning Speed
You can adjust the speed at which the
view rotates while panning.

The Restore Defaults button will return all six
options to a setting that we've determined to
be ideal for the average computer.

I3



Qther System Buftons

The Restart button starts the game over
from the beginning. The Credits button
shows the credits for THE SPACE BAR,
as well as more of Ron Cobb's terrific
sketches. The Help button gives informa-
tion on where to get hints to THE SPACE
BAR. The Okay button returns you

to the game.

Win95

pan to the left

-
- pan to the right
1 pan up
1 pandown
Space bar  wait
Esc aborts movies
F1 help screen
F2 save screen
F3 restore screen
F4 system (options) screen
F5 mute sound (toggle on and off)
F11 restart the game
Alt-O system (options) screen

9

If you want to quit THE SPACE BAR (our
feelings are hurt, but we'll cope), click the
System button on your PDA to get to the
system screen. Then click the Quit Game
button. You will be asked whether you
would like to save your game before
quitting. (See saving and restoring
page12.)

Heyhoard Sharteufs

Alt-Q quit game

Alt-R restore game screen
Alt-S save game screen
Alt-F4 quit game

Alt- 1 increase music volume
Alt- 4 decrease music volume

+ (on keypad) increase panoramic correction

- (on keypad) decrease panoramic
correction

Scroll Lock Zzazzl Vision (toggle on and off)
Also, in the save and restore screens,

the Page Up, Page Down, and arrow
keys can be used to scroll the list.



Macintash Heyhaard Sharfougs

=11

Space bar
Esc
o

pan to the left

pan to the right

pan up

pandown

wait

aborts movies

Systems (options) screen

Command-Q quit game

Command-R
Command-S
Command-t
Command- {
i

Command-Z

restore game screen

save game screen

increase music volume
decrease music volume
increase panoramic correction
decrease panoramic correction
Zzazz| Vision (toggle on and off)
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Lins and Hinfs

Part of the fun of an adventure game is trying to figure out what to do without
any help. But if you get completely stumped, don’t worry. We have some tips
below that are sure to get you back in the game!

1.

Always look around completely when you get to a new location. Move the
cursor around to discover all the close-ups and all the objects or characters
that you can interact with.

. Stash everything you can. There's no limit to the number of items you can

carry, and you never know what might come in handy later.

. Save early, save often. If you die (or otherwise mess up) during a flashback,

you can always start the flashback again by chatting with the character that
you were having the “emp-tel” with — but it's often easier to restore a saved
game. And if you die (or otherwise mess up) in the bar, you'll have to restore
a saved game or start over from the beginning.

. Eat lots of green leafy vegetables and try to get at least 8 hours of sleep

per night.

. To help you get started, here’s a solution to one of the early puzzles in the

game. Q: How do | get the computer terminal in the Entry Vestibule
repaired? A: If you read the screen, you'll see that a repairman has already
been summoned. Come back at around 18:90, and the terminal will be
repaired and ready to spew all sorts of important information.

. Here's another. Q: How can | make my Residue Printing Wand work? A:

Wait until the repairman fixes the terminal in the Entry Vestibule. He will also
repair the advertising sign by replacing the battery. Open the sign, take the
battery, put it into the Residue Printing Wand, and turn the wand on.

. Whenever you start a flashback, press the Log button on your PDA. There's

often useful information there.

lo



Check the README.TXT file on Disk 1 for troubleshooting tips. Also,
check the SegaSoft website for up-to-the-minute technical help:

www.segasoft.com.

I’'m getting audio

feedback and static.

You may not have version 3.0 of Direct-
Xinstalled. To install Direct-X 3.0 from
THE SPACE BAR CD, put Disk 1 into
your CD-ROM drive, enter the directx
directory, and run dxsetup.exe.

I’'ve got Direct-X 3.0
installed, and I’'m still having
audio problems.

Make sure your sound card is
completely Direct-X compatible, and
that you are using the latest drivers for
your card. Contact the manufacturer of
your sound card to get the latest drivers
for your system and information on
installing them.

My movies and animations
are not playing well.

If your animations are playing poorly—
the image is trailing pixels or the sound
is breaking up—make sure your

computer meets the minimum hardware
requirements as listed in the “Installation”
section of this manual. If it does, your CD-
ROM settings may be non-optimal.

Try the following:

From the Start button menu on the
Windows 95 Task Bar, open the Settings
folder and click on Control Panel to open
the Control Panel window.

Double-click on the System icon.

Select the Performance tab and click on
the File System button.

Select the CD-ROM tab and set the
Supplemental Cache Size all the way to
Large.

Select Quad Speed or Higher under
Optimize Access Pattern For. Click the
Apply button.

Click the OK button. Click the Close
button in the System Properties window.
Restart your computer.
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The game crashed!
What should | do?

In the unlikely event that the game
crashes, you should do a hardware
reset. Either press the Reset button
on your computer or turn your
computer off and then on.

(Restarting your computer using Ctrl-

Alt-Del is not sufficient; if you try to
restart THE SPACE BAR without
doing a hardware reset, you may
experience audio problems.)

18

I haven’t turned fly-
throughs off, but some of
the fly-throughs in the bar
stopped happening!

There is onlya fly-through for the
initial state of any location, so if a
location has changed (such as the
arrival of a character), you will no
longer see the associated fly-
throughs. For instance, once Arksh
goes to the Gambling Hall, you will
no longer get fly throughs going into
the Gambling Hall or exiting the
Gambling Hall.



Is there any way to avoid swapping disks so often?
Given the size of THE SPACE BAR, and its high degree of non-linearity,
we've already kept disk swaps to a minimum. However, there are a few
things you can do to avoid them.

If you want to start a new game, and you've already seen the intro
movie, put Disk 2 in your drive before clicking THE SPACE BAR icon.

If you are planning to start the game by restoring a save in one of the
emp-tel flashbacks, put the appropriate disk into your CD-ROM drive
before clicking THE SPACE BAR icon. (You can even put the disk num-
ber into your save name to help you remember. For example "Disk 1,
just arrived at Glom Hole.")

If you have a huge hard disk with a lot of free space (622 meg, to be
exact), you can greatly reduce disk swaps by putting most of Disk 2
onto your hard drive. Just copy the folder called Bar from Disk 2 to
C:\Program Files\SegaSoft\THE SPACE BAR (assuming that you didn't
change the default directory during installation).

12
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Click Snap Snap Rattle
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